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Philippines and the Tarifl.

s Se ary of War Mr. TAFT had to
it to a compromise on the tariff
Sotdtiots from the Philippine Islands.

dly hope that as President he
nd unflinchingly for absolute
of trade with those islands.
tion of American relations with
@hilippines is not merely economic,
tof of commercial expediency in
the interests of a few American
o are involved. It is a moral
on, & question of national honesty
"of national homer. The present
%8 o disgraceful straddle, a piti-
Ing between two opinions,
true that numerous decisions of
fspreme Court in similar cases show
Bistencies and are far from har-
bus; yet the principle seems clear,
gh policies incident thereto are
jes obscure and confused. The
t act of 71897 declares that “there
levied, collected and paid upon
Rrtioles imported from foreign coun-
§¥ the duties specified therein. Chief
P’ MapsHALL and Justice STORY
& defined “foreign countries” as
Bntries exclusively within the sov-

Menty of foreign nations and with-

i"the sovereignty of the United

Stea.” Under that ruling the Philip-

s, like Porto Rico, Alaska - and

aii, are domestic territory.

the gase of DE LiMa vs. BIDWELL

ppreme Court held that “the theory

a country remains foreign with
to the tariff laws until Congress
acted by embracing it within the

Moms union presupposes that a

Mintry. may be domestic for one pur-

s f* d foreign for another,” and de-

ped its inability “to acguiesce in this

pmption that a territory may be

*“ game time foreign and domestic.”
there has been dissent from this

B #nd while we have in our dealings

" Philippines proceeded in con-

of it, there can be no question

. expresses the fundamental
bible of the matter. If we do not

@ the way the principle works out,

L ‘obange our Constitution and pro-
“that newly acquired territory

remain foreign with respect to
f laws until Congress has aoted
bracing it within the customs
»' Until that is done there is
Lattter lack of moral justification for
AT on Philippine products while the
Mliiots of Porto Rico and Hawaii are
mitted free of duty.
\ir present attitude is a flagrant
$o5t of what President McKiNiEy,
ering to Porto Rico, called “our

f duty.” That attitude is assumed

mse of the activity and influence

| group of American producers
ye# made an uproar about awiul
jor 1o their business without even

# able to show that their interests
| .be. appreciably affected. The

our tariff relations with the

e ¥

S
sgal obligation confronted

rreed of gm'n. or l’mr
y fear of individual
psident Mr. TA¥T will com-

@ eteetn of all honest minded

s if he will stand immovable
Mis belief in the wisdom and the
BA®L free trade with the Philip-

£

en though an obdurate Congress |
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efeat his efforts during every
A !‘ his Administration.

pming Decadence of the Navy.

mtly our first guess as to the

» of that muzzling order from
President was correct, It has had
B effect of sealing the lips of naval
joers generally. They will not talk,
,‘ write for publication. Every
WOt of the question has been retired
p public observation—except the
ment view—and nobody can
BBew hear a word of comment, assevera-
B or argument from any quarter

o
L As wé have already shown, the whole
world knows everything about

o
. | wife

ands is a question of moral’

shrillness ‘case
as BROWN or JONES ocould. do it easily
with none teo amswer back. Senator
HALE, with the Portsmouth Navy Yard
under his arm; Senator PERKINS, with
another ‘-navy> yard virtually a part
of his person; Senator TILLMAN, with
the Charleston establishment almost
his sole remaining asset, and others
of great power in like case—though we
should except the venerable MOENERY
of Louisiana, who as we believe had
nothing to do with the creation and has
less concern in'the perpetration of the
New Orleans parody—these will listen
complacently to the Capps deliverance
and wait in vain for.a remonstrance
or a discordant utterance, The navy
by a mere stroke of the pen has been
restored to it original beauty and utility.
There is only one gide to>the question,
only one duty-beckoning to the wise
and patriotic gentlemen who have our
paval armament at heart.

We look fipon the roseate sug-
Yestions of the immediate past. The
navy wae to be reorganized. A com-
mission :of impartial but intelligent
.and strenuous men, with the Hoh.
ELmnu Roor at the head, was to take
the tramsformation scene in charge.
Most of the findings of the Newport
conferende had been released, and en-
lightened discussion was slowly trans-
lating them: for popular consumption.
It began to look as though we were to
have a modern and progressive equip-
ment, with American initiative, mili-
tary efficiency and a much needed
economical coordination of the old
wasteful, easy going methods of the
staff bureaus forever buried under
the march of reform. The promise
of fair things did not materialize, how-
ever. The Root dispensation went into
sudden occultation, the curtain rose
upon NEWBERRY supreme and the old
order closing up, more serried and more
formidable than ever. Two boards,
useless perhaps and impotent certainly,
are to be retained and fortified. “Ad-
miral” CAPPS is to be added to the list
of GroraE DEWEY'S coadjutors and
advisers. The line officers have been
securely silenced, and away we go upon
the same old track, beautified somewhat
perhaps, but practically unchanged,
with Capps doing all the conversation
and nobody else with so much as a word
to say.

May we be permitted to hail the situa-
tion with a “Vive la bagatelle”?

High Taxes and Shifting Trade
Centres.

The Chamber of Commerce last Thurs-
day authorived its finance committee
to undertake an investigation of the
financial condition of the city. The
preamble to the resolution asserted
that the business interests of the city
are “seriously affected” and its “future
is mena by the enormous and con-
stant growth of the tax levy and the
bonded debt.” In the case of members
of the Chamber of Commerce this asser-
tion is by no means an impersonal
generality. Most wholesale merchants
own _their own premises or ocoupy
them under leases which require tenants
to pay the taxes, Now, realty in the
wholesale district centring in Broad-
way below Fourteenth street is admit~
tedly overtaxed, with the result that
the more mobile kinds of trade are
being driven out. Property values
are declining and the Tax Department
has found itself obliged to reduce

High taxes seriously affect the busi-
ness interests of this town not only by
lowering the profits of commerce but
by inducing a premature decay of es-
tablished trade centres. They exert a
preasure which stimulates building ao-
tivity on cheap land while foreing emi-
gration from the more expensive sites
already in use. They are a main cause
of the ceaseless shifting of trade cen-
tres in midtown Manhattan, a move-
ment which, though yielding speculative
profits in the newer locations, invari-
ably produces a heavy depreciation of
busineser capital invested in the older
neighborhoods. Thus many commer-
clal houses that bought sites below
Fourteenth street ten or twelve years
ago are already compelled by an arti-
ficially accelerated uptown migration
of trade to sell at a loss and to buy new
sites at inflated prices.

"The unwholesome stimulation of
building . activity caused by excessive
taxation is just now conspicuously ap-
parent. It is observed in outlying resi-
dence areas as well as in the core of
Manhattan, Despite the loss of tenants
through+emigration of Italian and other
foreign workingmen after the panioc,
angd despite the community’'s diminished
purchasing power after a year of indus-
trial stagnation, builders are once more
putting up houses on a scale rarely
heretofore exceeded. Building is un-
avoidable because of the excessive cost
of holding vacant land.

-A London review has been hunting
the contemporary English bull. It pre-

ments there, notably in Broadway. }
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“ The supplies of fallen frult have begn 0 lptge
that much of 1% has hardly peld for \he pleking.
~Landon Daly Chronidle.

“ The witpess identied the body as that o1 the
deceased, —~Western Mall, ¢

“ Many aver that the weather was the rotughes
ever experiénced (n crossing, but that cAn hardly
be the case as the weather has oocaglonally pre-
venled crossing altogether,—Weatern Independent,

* The odds at the start wére evens on Bakey.
~rLondon Dafly Mall. y

“ Il one year Mr. HOBACS BRINSMEAD 00k the
featherwelght, middlewelght and besvywelght
obamplonships in the National Rifie Assoclgtion,
~=Lioyd's ¥ NUq. E

“ The meeting was attended by the counting
Bouse staff of Miss RICHARD GARNETT & SONS,
Ltd —Ipswich Evening Star.

* FIBLDEN'S sausages. Made for nearly forty
years. Now ready.—Accrington Observer. *

Some older English instances, set
heside these, will not be found essen-
tially dissimilar, MiuroN gives the
oollocation, *universal particular,” as
a typical bull. A .writep in 1640:
“ ‘Dumbe speaker—that's a bulll I
would I had seen thee rore!’ ‘That's
& bull, toe, as clever as you are.'"”
Porr in his “Fssay on Criticism” said
about wit, “When wanted, scorn'd.”
DeNN1s asked, “How can that be scorned
which is nét?” and PoPE meekly con-
fessed himself guilty of “that which
the English ¢all a bull.” :

To proceed to the French, The
dramatist Scrise, much reputed for
his bullish aptitudes, wrote these:
“D'avolr pu le tuer vivaat

Je me glorifiral sans cesse.”

“Un vieux soldat salt souffrir et se talre
Sans murmurer.”

One of his heroes asks for “a table,
pen, paper, ink and everything else
necessary for writing.”

The novelist Vicomte PONSON DU
TERRATL made bulls- so ocontinually
that young journalists got a living by
wading through the instalments of his
numerous serials and picking them up,
The Vicomte was not checked by these
axposures. He still went on making his
hero “stride up and down the garden
reading a letter with his hands clasped
behind his back,” “never for an instant
unclenching his teeth or oceasing to
drink, " and so on.

All these examples have a weak nega-
tive quality.
deliberation or care, to lack of clear
thinking, to lack of proper punctua~
tion. Not one has any positive, virile
flavor. Butnow look at the Irish kind—
at that typical comment, for instance,
on the disputed date of St. PATRICK'S
hirthday: “He couldn't have had two
birthdays unless he was twins.” |

It needs something far beyond hasty
speech to explain this. The most bull-
ish Englishman or Frenchman would
certainly have stopped half way in the
gentence after laying down the limits
of the possible, “he couldn't have had
two birthdays.” The Irishman was no
such “piker.” He recognized the limits,
but with marvellous imaginative nerve
and conceptive vitality rose at the ob-
stacle and actually tried to spring over
it with the forlorn but surely inspired
“unless he was twins.” He failed of
course; the point is that he coyld make
the attempt. Exactly the same quali-
ties appear in another typieal Irish bull,
Sir BoyLe RocHE'S “I couldn't have
bheen in two places at onoe, barrin' [
was a bird.” What worlds away from
the mere negative oversights of the
French and English! If a more conven-
tional proof—it could not be more
convincing—of the brilliancy of Sir
BoyLE'S wit is desired, take his re-
tort to CURRAN. The latter having
asserted that he could and would take
care of his own honor, “I thought,” ob-
gerved Sir BoYLE, “the honorable mem-
ber was opposed to sinecures.”

-

A Wicked Invention.

It must have been the toy trust that
started on its rounds the dismal story
that on account of the foot and mouth
disease among the cattle of several
States there wouldn't be enough hay
in this blessed Christmas season ‘to
pack the gifts expected in 25,000,000
American homes. s

Highly fitting was it that Tama J1m,
who makes up well himself as the patron
saint and wniversal expresaman, should
come to the relief of the children of
Ever Ever Land and put the seal of his
righteous wrath on the inventjon:

“It's & le, this story that because of the quar-
antine in a few, States, made pecessary to pre-
vent the spread of the foot and mouth disease,
ehlidren cannot get thelr toys for Christmas be-
cause there jg no bay avallable in which to ship
Christmas There are forty-two Stales
in which dealers can get hay if they want It.*

0Of course it's & lie, and if there were
not enough hay to pack the presents
Sl:t. SANTA CLAUS brings there would

heaps of excelsior, or GIFFORD
PincHOT would know the reason why.
Nothing could be more heartless and
wicked than this shock to the hopes of
| the juveniles, and the adults too.
| Itshould be understood by every parent
inthe land to whose fireside SANTA CLAUS
comes to fill the aching stocking that
this Covernment of ours will not parmit

sents & large batch each week, mostly
caught in the well stocked native press.
Glancing over these specimens we are
impressed once more by the extraor-
dinary superiority of the Irish to the
English and, so far as we know, to every

pur ships, their armaments, &c, and
y Congress and the American people
left in ignorance. They have the

jpot right to know the truth, but it is
yn them that the truth is to be with
gid. Unless they are willing to drink
h¢ fountains provided by the De-.

| other kind of bull. The comparatively
' modern addition of “Irish” as a fixed
'epithet to the very old word “bull” is
due, of course, to & general recognition
|of the excellence of the Irish breed,
}just as the French now call all hams
\“jambons d'York.” Ireland doesn't

pent, especially the gusher manip- ;produce mote bulls than other eoun-

Chief Construetor

of their truly
overlooked

Since it is obvi-

pents” and a large majority of the |ous that Irish bulls do not, like many
conferees, but CAPPS purls and | others, result from stupidity, it has been

along, spouting information all ! usyal to try to explain them by

some-

|any interruption of the annual visit of
|the rubicund saint, His herd of rein-
{deer has been inspected by Tama JiM
| and each one pronounced in prime con-
|dition from Hfetlock to antler. There
is no quarantine against them. They
can cross all Btate lines, and that other
story that SANTA CnAvS would come in
a motor car this year is also without
foundation. i

Admira)l Coghlan.
The late Admiral JosErE B. COGHLAN

CAPPR, |ries, fewer perhape; but it produces  will not be remembered by any heroio

godry. All the other sources better bulls, The
{nformation have been hsrmetically | remarkable virtue fs often :
jad. - You cannot hear a word from |Fven the learned Edgeworth esay
VKEY, Hiur, from all the “in. | goes astray about it.

u like “Fire, GripIEY, when
you are ready,” but the sudacious
verses, “Hoch der Kaiser,” which he
recited st a public dinner in this city,
make secure his title to fame, This is
not to belittle his services as, a zeal-
ous, old fashioned naval officer—and

the country, and from that never |thing in itself good, the “gift of the | the story of the gallantry of the United
wash you oan absorb at will, On | gab,” Irish eloquence being supposed to | States Navy would be incomplete with-

day morning his report was given | pour the ideas out so rapidly that they
pewspapers, Only a few days ' get mixed up,
the other ide of the question would explaln a large number of Eng-

Now hurried utterance

| out them—but posterity likes better to
be amused than to be impreased, and
humor being rarer than bravery it

:\" 3 >’T.' g
'n, 0-‘1 .

They are due to lack of | T'&

A

.‘% } i [ P
info Manils Bay and participated in the
battle that ended the rule of Spain in
the Pacific; but where one hears of his
achievement a generation hence a thou-
sand will laugh over the ballad of the
Kaiser, and no doubt they will believe
that ‘it precipitated a grave interna-
tional crisis, whereas we have reason to
suppose that it added to the gayety
of nations without offending even the
illustrious object of ita humor.,
\

The term “practios oruise” is susoepti-
ble of subtle variants. It is pow applied
to the procession led by the Jacob van
Heemakerk up and down the Venezuelan
ooast.

h o ; ‘
uﬁa: uvon‘lvlirn.do‘t;ahmnt has nldﬂ:!‘.“lnu '3
ther ‘&o dvnu;"::.o jored over white men

4 duty.— the Colonel HuaR
S007T, Superiniendent o) Miuliary Academy.
This is the second time that Colonel
Scorr has hestowed praise upon the negro
troopers at West Point. Perhaps it will
Ip to soothe hysterical communities that

the presence of negro soldiers as
an inflietion,

The All-America elevens made up by
thé football specialists prove their absorp-
tion in the pleasant task of honoring the
oollege whose cheer they are most famil-
iar with.

ublic or
ff bill

0 plat.
eans

1 reooﬂlu no form of compromise,
gnvus regard to the making of &

ther than that contalned in the Chic
form.—Chairman PAYNE of the Ways a
Committes,

A plain, downright, serviceable state-
ment. To the motto of a “reasonable
profit® the tariff will be revised by the
viofors.

Adjutant-General AINSWORTH is able
to report a decrease in desertions from
e army, not because the servioce is moré
attractive to recruits—it could be greatly
improved by relieving soldiers of the
menial work that causés so many de-
sertions—but because each recruit on
being acceotet is photographed and ex-
amined for identification marks, in
case of desertion handbills with his
picture and description which offer a
reward of 850 for his capture are dis-
tributed throughout the country.
. C—————

. The Dance In Montana. -

From the Carbon County News.
There was sure something doing at the Sllver
sohoolhouse Saturday night. At 8 o'clock
the bullding was dark and gloomy and the floor
was covered with everything from ehalk to pleces
pof sage brush and coal, but behold the trans-
formation which had taken plice (o less than
an hour.
Three men with brooms swept (he Soor; then
for good measure the women swopt it again.
Samebody broughta stove; some ond e!se arranged
boards for seats. ' Still another sprinkled wax
on the floor about an inch deep, and then the musio
started; also the fun. The young folks seemed
to come from everywhere. Twenty-five couples
were on the floor at 10 o'clock. They were still
there dancing lke mad until midnight—and then
some.

A boller of coffee was made. No one knows
who made It, but we will let that pass. Of course,
one thoughtful person drove a cow up to the door,
80 there was plenty of milk. A peck measure
contained sugar, and for spoons you dould take
your cholce of using your finger or shaking the
contents of the tin cup around until the ingredients
were well mixed.

And then those ham sandwiches! Tied up In
tissue paper with red ribbons. Some were so
bungry after the strenuous hours of the early
evening that they ate the sandwiches without
remeoving elther the ribbon or paper.

Bt the dance went on. Was there ever such
a time hefore! Oid fashioned quadrilles were
mixed. in with walizes and twosteps, and for good
m Jigs were thrown In. The old school-
b may bave seen Its best days as far as “learn-
ing” |s concerned, but it Is & pretly good dance
ball in & h right now,

Tune up the Nddle: put mere resin on the bow
and let her go, Wow!

Fashionable Manhattan s Hundred Years Age.
From Town and Couniry.

The life of a faverite of fo e In Gotham one
hundred years ago presents & vast contrast to
that of a modern belle. The daughter of John
Jacob Astor lived what would be considered a
life of frugal simpliclty. Girls were not given |
allowances in those days. They had no “coming
out parties,” opera bojes. private carriages or
expensive ball gowns. That faraway little city
bounded by the fieids beyond Canal street did
not boast of two and three parties a night, though
of coursg there were always festivities of Christ-
mas and New Year to look forward to. A chance
to danoe once a fortnight at the City Hotel was
all any girl In her senses dared dream of. And
as fof carde 8 woman under 40 playing cards
In public was not considered respectable.

Eliza Astor's ball gowns, made of sheer em-
broidered muslin, cost less than §25 each. Their
walsts measured slz Wnches, the sleeves cight.
The rest of the gown, including the train, was
made In one plece, On the nights of the Assem-
blies Eliza was driven to the City Hotel at 8 o'clock,
and _under the watchfu] eyes of some dame of
position she danced untll 11." Small wonder that
complexions were retgined!

The supper served at the Assemblies would be
scorned by polite society to-day. It began with
stewed oysters and ended with foreign fruits and
nuts.

Football and Ball Fighting.

To THE EDITPOR OF THE SUN-—Sir; If your cor-
respondetit James D. Dewell, Jr., confines his
comparison of football with buli fighting to the
casualtles or cruelties to man, undoubtedly he can
prave his theory right that bull ighting Is more
pumane. But nobody so far as | am aware has
ever'sdvanced argument against bull Aghting on
the nd of cruelty 10 man. Are, therefcre,
the two “pastimes” properly comparable, beyond
thelr effect upon the scasibilities of the specta-
tors? A more raliopal comparison for football
would appear to be with boating or bathing, or
say with bunting, all of which pastimes claim a
pretty generous snnual ta of vicums. Should
they too be forbldden with football?

NEW YORK, December 6. J. W. EnDMoxDS,

The Shoppers.
Oh, the Christmas tide Is rising!
You caxt soe it on the street
In the attitudinizing
Of the shopper most discreet.
There are merry times a-coming;
Santa Cldus Is on the way—
You can tell it by the humming
‘Round e bargala counter gay.

There's & boom In worsted slippers

. Such as plous preachers wear;

Woollen mitts for chilly fippers,
Rich tararas for the hair.

Every toy shop's spick and spandy,
All abloom with dolls and things;

: And the men who make the candy
.Lool a8 prosperous as kinge.

Santa Clauses by the dozens
Stand behind the window panes,
while our sisters, wives and cousins
Dissipate our surplus gains,
F'en the fated Christmas turkey
By the spectacie is nerved
As he thinks how fine and perky
He will Jobk when he is served.

There are twenty thousand women
On ‘each ordinary block
in a himan ocean swimmin®,
With po thought of frazxied frock.
Like & lot of oentre rushers
In resistiess foroe they roll—
Pullers, haulers, shovers, pushers,
They're advancing toward the goal

Mr, Porthos, Mr. Athes,

D'Artagnan, the fierce and brave,
Would become a thing of pathos

It they stood before that wave,
For a woman with a mission

That Is ali beneiiceoe
Would have made that coalition

Look like 27 cents.

JouN KENDEIOK BANGS.

iy 4_#,”;“— R % p
he in*
novels of the Earl of E
saying has attained a wider
in London than this ocompuehensive
gharacterization of the semi-remantio
quality of the London hansom and of
its distinot indjgenousness, They do not
know the London hansom whe only know
it elsewhere. A cockney born and bred,
this vehicle ceases to he itself when
exported, New York, Paris, other alien
olties, have wooed ite fascihations; but,
though doubtlese continuing its utilitarian
furictions, its desper charm vanishes when
it changes its streets, even as the charm
of the gondola vanishes when exiled
from the canals of Venice to those of
Amsterdam or Bruges, or to some lake
or river abroad. According to a recent
yeport of the Board of T'rade, London
hansoms are decreasing at the alarming
rate of 500 a year.' Alas for the ruth-
lessness of horseless cabs, motor buses,
“tuppenny tubes” and other mechanical
methods of transportation] Doubtless
they mean to make an end of the butterfly
hansom, and—that doomsday will inflict
® peverer loss on the ploturesqueness of
English traffio than any it has suffered
gince steam trains diginherited stage
ooaches Y

The London hansom has never deigned
to gonfidein its simply mechanjcal utility.
It will indeed convey you for one ghilling
a mile, but so does the variously named
fourwheeler, hackney coach, boneshaker,
or growler, The hansom for its part
has always appealed definitely to a sort
of artistio sporting ingtinct in the public.
It is now close on eighty years since it
was invented, gnd in all that while it has
perpetually. relied for attracting &lients
on its superior smartness of appoint-
ments, ita better blooded steeds, its
“genteeler” drivers, ita faster pace and
larger spice of risk. Thaekeray, writing
in” Fraser's Magazine in 1851, contrasted
the hansom with the fourwheeler in lan-
guage which holds good to-day. “The
hansom's man,” he said, “is fresh com-
plexioned, stouter and better built; he
sports a spruce buttonhole, smokes a
cigar instead of a pipe, and decorates
each of his horse's blinkers with a cab-
bage rose or dahlia.” '

The fourwheeler man, on the other
hand, is “squat and swarthy.” His “méde
of catching a fare is at all times abrupt
and offhand. He signals to with
his whip or an inquiring elevation of his
eyebrows. Half a telegraphic motion
of yours in return wilh fetch him in a
moment.” As for the fourwheeler, “it
follows you the whole length even of,
Raker street, hugging the ocurb stones
with its pottering wheels and trying to
fnveigle a fare with all the coaxing humil-
ity of a hawker of bad oo,,ung wax or
worge penf.”

From another writer of the same period
we learn tBat “every clubhouse in Pall
Mall and St. James's Square has a fringe
of hansoms hadfging about its skirts,”
while they “never wait near chapels or
churches, and are rarely seen in the City"
or business quarter. “Staid people dis-
like them.” Thackeray mentions' con-
firmatively that “hansoms are most pat-
ronized by young men, who like them as
vehicles in which they can see and be
seen, and because they are fast and will
push on despite policemen.” In fact
they were the automobiles of the period;
they travelled eight miles an hour, Thack-
eray adds, still more significantly, that
they were upheld by “the Colonel Old-
boys of to-day, who are well pleased with
any safe opportunity of displaying a
little youthful temerity.” So late as 1882
the shrewd lawyer Sergeant Ballantine
wrote: “I have lived to see an Arch-
bishop in & hansom cab.”

For a long while indeed the hansom en-
joyed the profitable repute of being “fast”
or “risky.” Not until quite recently
would a woman ridain one, although onoe
having acquired the habit she would now
be angry with a squire who should hand
her into a fourwheeler. This “risky” repu-
tation of the hansom appears odd when
one remembers that it was originally
invented as a “patent safety cab” by the
eoclesiastical architect Joseph  Aloysius
Hansdin. To understand the “safety” one
must go back to the date of the invention,
1834. England had long possessed four
wheeled hackney coaches when in 1806
the French two wheeled cabriolet de
place was imported. This was an open
gig, able to outpace the hackney coaches
and therefore combined against by them,
so that at every opportunity they veered
or stopped dead when a cabriolet came
along, with the intention, often suoccees-
ful, of upsetting it in the gutter. Hence

Hansom invented a vehiocle with
wheels 7 feet 8 inches high and a low hung
body, practically immune against upset-
ting. He placed the driver on the roof,
not as now behind, but on the front edge
of it, because apparently a lately invented
cab, Boulnoia's, had its driver in front and
its exit behind, and the fares often got out
without
them under his very soles. The driver,
however, was soon moved to the “dicky
in the rear, where he was quite as we
able to oversee the exits, and since th
no change to speak of' has oococurred ¢7
oept in the reduction of the diametep’
the wheels. J

It used to be said of the old cab:
or *bouncers” that “nothing
bellyband stood between you
truction.” Compared with the
fourwheeler this still holds
modern hansom; but there is theffset of
its superior smartness and
known flact that sprigs of the g
light to disguise themselves ag¥
men.” The passenger is al
to the pleasing surmise that
might be mortally offended
of a tip /
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woman suffrage meeting last pight in
the Berkeley Lyoceum put forward only
one argument of any ostensible validity,
the ment that at the present time the

ty of American women do not want
to vote, ‘There is absolutely nothing in
Dr. Abbott's assertion that the right to
vote would divert women from care of
their children and their homes, for all men
know that their own exercise of the bal-
lot, which ocoupies as a rule about fifteen
minutes s year, interferes in no way with
their normal business or thelr recreation.
President Roosevelt, who in hia letter pro-
fessed to bo a lukewarm advoocate of
woman suffrage, had at least the candor
to admit that in his judgmpent the conoces-
not produce any of the
evils feared.  He spoke withbut the book
when he added thag giving womeq the
suffrage would not produce any marked
improvement in the conditien of their
sex. As Dr. Aked said at the woman
suffragist meeting held on the same eve-
ning, in Camnegie Hall the condition of
women considered as mothers was im-
proved with startling rapidity after they
obtained the right to vote in Colorado,
for'in the very next session of the ftate
Legislature they secured the passage of
& law making mothers part guardiansof
their children, a eondition of things which
exists in ohly a small minority of the
Btates of the Union,

The President virtually accused woman
as a sex of indifference—the meeting
in Carnegie Hall did not look like it—and
expressed oconfldence that when, women
as & whole should take any special inter-
est in the matter they would get the

suffrage. To thd game effect wrote Beo- | psal

retary Root, opining that if the women
of the United States or any very large
majority of them should really come to
want the right of suffrage for themselves
they would ultimately obtain it, The
implied assumption in both cases is that
the question is not whether the excluajon
of woman from the franchise is abstractly
right or wrong, but that the only test
of man's duty in the premises is whether
a majority of the disqualified rebel or
openly protestagainst the diequalification,
Can President Roosevelt or Secretary
Root point to any great reform in the
world’s hiséory which was brought about
in deference to the concerted and unmis-
takable demand of a wmajority? Was
toleration for the Christian religion thus
secured from Constantine? Could France
in 1792 have been secretly polled and the
voters safeguarded from persecution,
does any one believe that the monarchy
would have been superseded by a republic?
Would Messrs. Roosevelt and Root have
opposed Lincoln's emancipation procla-
mation on the ground that a majority of
the slaves in the Southern Btates, could
they have been consulted, would in 1863
have voted to remain in servitude?

Mrs. Snowden, speaking in the mass
meeting of suffragists at Carnegie Hall,
did well to recall, what Jehn Stuart Mill
demonstrated forty years ago, that the
assumption implied in the letters of Presi-
dent Roosevelt and Secretary Root, that
a majority of women do not want the
suffrage, is no argument against giving
it to them, because majorities never do
want what is best for them, and the his-
tory of the world's progreas is the history
of intelligent minorities. To the same
effect spoke Rabbi Wise, who, replying
to Dr. Abbott's assertion at the Berkeley,
Lyceum that women did not want thf
vate, recalled a remark attributed P
Abraham Lineoln when he was told zt
the negroes did not want the vote, #at
if the negro had sunk so low that he h
his chains the hour of his deljv

abbi Wise also

Mr. Roosevelt denies, what
his senses avers, namely, t
suffrage will prove a pan
believe,” said Rabbi Wise, *
is the gateway to heaven; by L do believe
that it is the avenue to ly oppor-
tunity.” He also showed
is not so straight a
be, for it is obviously ilgical to say that
the vote if they
want it, unless you to jmply that
you think they o t to want it. Dr,
Abbott surely did pt Mean to imply that
they ought to hay Something that would
be bad for thefl Merely because they
hankered for iy
As a matter / word fencing and polem-
jos the suffr£ists clearly had the best
of it, while A respect of earnestness and
the meeting at Berkeley
d not be compared for a mo-

s s Carnegie
H.

ment wiy the vast assembly in

i

1 Roosevelt on Woman Suffrage.
"Personally
gve In woman's suffrage,” writes the Omnl-

then he states why he doesn't belleve ln It
, Is “personaily 1" his Dr. Jekyll and “but 1*
Mr. Hyde! Or Is one the expression of his
lous self and the other the expression of his
boonscious or subliminal selft | fear ournobje
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From iho Spsdfotor,

‘The use of hymine 4s an Integral pard of
public worship I one of the great legacies
which ‘Hebralsm has bequoathed t Chrie.
tianfty, With the ‘Hebrew race religious
feeling found in song ita natural expression,
and the Psalter, or “Beok of Praises,” com-
plled as it now standa for the service of the
Temple, I8 at opoe the earliest and best of
hymn books, Nowhere else in the ancient
world, nelther around the Acropelis nor
the Capitel, do there linger like memories
of “sacred song” as around the hill of Bion,
The first and most sacred traditiona of the
Christian faith are asesoclated with {ts
melodies, It was with the singing of “s
hymn” that the Last SBuppér closed; the first
outburst of & mew born hope took form
in the “Magnificat” and the “Nune Dimittis":
while an the first threat of persecution it is
in “lifting up their voloes to God with one
accord” that the little “company” of belja:-
ore at once find comfort. And wherever
the Gogpel went thare the use of hymns went
with it. S¢t. Paul bids his Gentile converis
“admonis) one another in salms angd
hymns and spiritital songs”; 8¢, John, draw.-
ing the image doubtles¢"¥rom the forms of
earthly worship, pletures the redeemed as
“singing the song of Mosea the servant of
God, apd song of the Lamb”; while the
heathen Pliny a few years later notes as a
marked characteristio of Christian servics
“the gin of & hymn to Christ as God,*
and from ¢ onward the develop.
ment of Greek and Latin hymnology was
continuous and Immense. English hymns,
however, are of late birth, and their history
is comprised in the too-brief period of little
more than two centurles, The use of Latin
in the services of the Roman Church and
the absence of an, English Bible were long
fatal to English hymnology, while after
the Reformation the severe spirit of Puri.
tanlsm repudiated that “merriment” whioh
lndtlmo_ men efther (o compose or to “sing
m.'. -
1t Is only from about the year 1674, when
Themas Ken had cdmposed his three famous
hymns, that the great roll 6f English hymn
writers, seon to be ennobled by the names
of Isaac Watts and of the Wesleys, can be
said to have ita origin, although to-day our
treasury of hymns is only less rich than that
of Germany. We suffer, indeed, now not
from dearth but from abundance. To
write a good hymn is ane of the hardest
tasks, but unhappily te write & poor one
is supremely easy, and in the multiplicity
of choice majers of hymn books seem to be
guided by no true standard of merit. Ambi.
tious doggerel set off by some patchy
rhymes or recommended by some popular
tune too often degrades what ought to he
one of the noblest and mest inspiring forms
of compon worship.  To pass, for instance,
from the prayer book or, the Bible to a vol.
umée which addresses the Deity as “Ineffably
Sublime™ Must e a shock to any sensitive
mind. And who can “raise the Trisagion®
or “Extol the Stem of Jease's Rod” and re-
tain any respset for his native tongue? Or
who can singwithout a qualm such lines as

Bring yow harps and bring your odors,
Sweepihe string and pour the lay—

very verse set at the head of

he reads that wonderful phrase

which te}s how “the four and twenty elders”
bring bfore the throne “golden vials full
of odonl, whioh are the prayers of saints"?
Nowh assuredly can the distinction
poetic imagery and vulgar realism

be m¢re clearly illustrated than by setting
the words “bring your odors,” as used by
ter of this se-called hymn, side by

th the original which they parody,
perhaps the lines with which he ocon-

Consubjtantial, Coeternal,
Whike unending ages run -

e the two worst lines th
z.ondod A Ly that have ever mas-
iwllut. to receunt all that is mean and un-

orthy in our hymnals would be & weary
task. It is of more concern to consider
what & hymn should be, and although
where there is such large scope for variety
any definition. must be imperfect, may it
not justly be said that & good hymn ought
to te at once simple and sublime? Just
da in the famous phrase queted by Lengi-
nus—"God said, Let there be light: and there
was light"—the words are of the simplest,
and yet become sublime by éatching, as
he puts it, “the echo of a great soul,” so it
should be with a hymn, which must be
written in the comimon speech and yet at
the same time transcend it. At least all
those hymns which by general consent are
the noblest—such, for example, as “O God,
our help in ages past,” or “There (s a
land of pure delight"—seem to answer to
such a definition. To sing sueh hymna is
to be ralsed for a time above the common
level of life, to be “caught up,” as it were,
into & higher world, and that although the
words themselves are of*the olearest and
simplest. But indeed the more we reflect
the more perhaps it will appear‘that, re-
garded from the point of view of art, sime
plicity in a hymn is a crucial test of merit.
Lofty and inspiring thoughts lie ready to
the writer's hand, and the proof of his skill
is that they should stir a quick and lively
apprehansion, so that what is at ence
grasped by the mind may produce an im-
mediate effect upon the hears.

The object of & hymn is to evoke feeling,
and feeling—as distinguished from mere
excitement—has its roots in the under-
standing, 8o that the words of a hymn, even
though they may give food for meditation,
must be such that their large meaning is
wholly clear. Doubtless in the effort to be
simple it is fatally easy to become mean,
pmuo-ud t vulgar; but even the
rudest *para " by Tate and Brady is
preferable to such an attempt at fine writ-
Ing as is to be found, for imstance, in
that too popular hymn which begips “Crown

the | than thirty years ago. Previous to 1878-for at

~tihe well | Y58~

mentor should take the advice of the hero In “The
Man From Home,” who says “If you are geo-
Ing to cross the Rubleon, cross it; don't wade half
way through and stop or you'll ketch hell from
both banks.” . SUPFRAGETTE,
NEW YORE, December 5. 3

Ploneer Hand Power Alrship.
To TEE EDITOR OF THR SUN~Sir: Pro
many do pot know that ap American Inven
and successfully operated a flying machine more

that time I had made various public demonstra -
1 had patented a dirigible alrship, with a
gas receptacie of cylindricai form with rounded
ends, made of Scolch gingham cloth, covered
on one side with vulcanized rubber. this being
stronger than oll coated cloth. At that date the
only power at my command was that of doubls
cranks operated by hand power upon fanlike
paddles. The operator, seated just beneath
the centre of the inflated bag, had complete con-
trol of the ship, raising and lowering It at will
and directing It at pleasure. X
Repeated demonstrations of the then attalned
perieggion of aerial navigation before thousande!
of spectators at Phlladeiphia In tennilal
Bufiding. at Bogton. in Tremont Temple and on
Boston Common will be recalled by many who
gerly sought admisslon to these exhibitions
witnessed the suceess of my lovention. The
machine also salled my the ball grounds at
Hartford, Conn., passing ‘over the olty and Con.
necticut River and returning at a signal from me
end descending quletly at my feet. THE Sow,
Harper's Weekly, the Public Ledger of Phlladel-
phia, the Hartford Cowramt and many other
papers throughout the country gave much space.
graphically describlng and [llustrating these
exhibitions, having repeated a nts altmost
dally of these disTlaye, C. F. Rirousw,
BRIDORPORT, Conn., December 5.

Is Civilization Blond?

To TRR EpIToR or THN SUN—Sir: The other
school of ethnologists who are studying the “race
question,” the school to which Lafarge and the
brilliant Woltman belonged, would see In the
conditions sketched by Professor Ripley a mepace
of uiter futility for the re of this country,
for they find in the blond Face the sole cause and
producer of all Western eivilization from prehis-
torie times down—of all real civilisation, unjess
one persists In cherishing that of China,

Like Virchow, Professor Ripley may see muen
virtue in your mongrel, but the other school has
given exoellent reasons for malntaining the posi-
tion of the average man, who Instinotively as well
as by experience prefers a thoroughbred, If even
ofan Inferior breed. Louts How,

Him, the Virgin's S8on," and then proceed
to address our Lord as: " ’

Prult of the mystic Rose
As of that Rose the Stem;

The Reot whence mercy ever flows,
The Babe of Bethishem.

Is not this symbolism run mad? Do the
words convey any ennobling theught?
Or do they convey any thought at all?
To us af least they seem wholly without
munénl;“ “
An our older hymns, in spite of
their strength and grandeur, have, it may
be allowed, & certain sameness of form and
scarcely adapt themselves to seme more
meditative moods or to the expression of
ideas which are mot direct and positive,
Watis constantly felt himself trammelled
by what he calls the “fetters” of “the old
narrow metres,” while modern thought,
even where it clings firmly to dogma, is
yet haunted by a sense of perplexity; seems
at times to lose, as it were, the clue amid
the vast labyrinth of 'knowledge, and so
to lack that assu confidence which gave
force to the early hymn writers. Let any
one consider that hymn which is perhaps
the mos® distinotive of modern bymns-—-
we mean “Lead, kindly Light“—and con-
trast it with "0 God, our help in ages
past”; orlet him look at “Crossing the Bar.”
which the commen voice has now pro-
nounoced to be & true hymn, and then turn
to the “Dies Ir® " or to “Great God, what
do I see and hear?” The old and the new
are separated almost by a werld of thought.
Both Newman and Tennyson bear on thera
the impress of an age in whioh, as knowi-
edge “grows from more to more” and our
..m ignorance grows with it, even the
ol belief apems somehow to be “clouded
with a doubt.® And yet their two great
hymns, written under new and more com-
plex conditions, still conform to the old
laws. Unless the famous reference (o
“angel faces” is held to bar such a judg-
ment, they are both, we think, models of
simplicity. The words are of the plainest;
the images are such as stir an immediate
:»r;i:adoa. and ve all there is no
ne ng, to impose by be-
ing unintelligible. e v

A Cerreotion.

_ Nxw Yorx, December 8
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